
 

Median Cost Figures for a model 30,000 square-foot, one-story, 

commercial/industrial/warehouse building in Illinois  
  

 Factory Office Warehouse 

Site work $      10.60 $   13.51 $    8.20 

Masonry N.A. $    7.35 $    5.70 

Plumbing $      5.10 $    5.10 $    2.39 

HVAC $      7.65 $    10.20 $    4.30 

Electrical $      10.00 $    10.75 $    4.46 

Total $    76.00 $ 120.00 $   59.50 

 
 Source:  R. S. Means, Building Construction Cost Data 2011 
 

 

Sites, Buildings and Community Base   
The Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Community (DCEO) subscribes to 

the Location One Information System (LOIS) 

to offer a computerized system that can help 

companies looking to expand or locate in Illi-

nois search out specific information about 

available land and buildings. The system can 

search for a number of criteria, such as size of 

building, type of building, size of site on which 

building is located, ceiling height in building, 

rail spur availability, interstate highway access, 

utility services, zoning, etc. In addition, the 

system contains   community   profiles acces-

sible that list such important data as 

 population, labor force, tax structure, occupa-

tional wage rates, educational attainment, trans-

portation services, vocational training and other 

data.   

 

The system is continually being expanded to bet-

ter serve the needs of businesses. It currently 

contains information on more than 5,000 build-

ings and 2,800 sites, as well as data on all 102 

counties and more than 1,500 Illinois communi-

ties. There is no charge to those using the sys-

tem. 

 
 

 

Building Costs  

  



 

Comparative Commercial Building Costs for Selected Cities in 12 Leading Industrial States 

(U.S. Average per square foot = $120.00) 

Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity 

Contact: Brian Selinger, Deputy Director, Office of Policy Development, Planning & Research, 217.557.0513, Brian.Selinger@illinois.gov 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Source: R. S. Means, Building Construction Cost Data 2011 Calculations by DCEO 
 

 

Updated: October 2011 

 

Area   

  Approximate 

Bldg Cost per 

sq. ft.    Area   

  Approximate 

Bldg Cost per 

sq. ft.    Area   

  Approximate 

Bldg Cost per 

sq. ft.   

 

CALIFORNIA    

 
  ILLINOIS    

 

  INDIANA    

   Fresno     $           129.36    Centralia     $         119.16    Bloomington     $           108.84             

  Los Angeles     $           128.64    Chicago     $         140.64    Evansville     $           108.84  

  Oakland     $           143.04    Peoria     $         123.36    Fort Wayne     $           106.20  

 Sacramento   $           131.76    Quincy     $         117.00    Gary     $           122.16  

  San Diego     $           124.80    Rockford     $         130.92    Indianapolis     $           111.24  

  San Francis-

co     $           148.32    Springfield     $         121.68    South Bend     $           107.88  

 

MASSACHU-

SETTS   

 

 MICHIGAN    

 

  MISSOURI    

   Boston     $           141.24    Detroit     $           123.36    Columbia     $           114.84  

  Lawrence     $           135.36    Flint     $           115.68    Joplin     $           102.72  

  New Bedford     $           132.00    Grand Rapids     $           105.72    Kansas City     $           123.24  

  Pittsfield     $           122.64    Kalamazoo     $           111.24    St. Joseph     $           115.20  

  Springfield     $           125.04    Lansing     $           115.32    St. Louis     $           123.12  

  Worcester    $           132.12    Saginaw     $           113.16    Springfield     $           108.96  

  NEW 

JERSEY   

 

  NEW YORK    

 

  NORTH 

CAROLINA    

   Atlantic City     $           130.92    Buffalo     $           121.92    Asheville     $             89.28  

  Camden     $           132.48    New York City     $           159.60    Charlotte     $           103.80  

  Jersey City     $           133.08    Rochester     $           117.84    Durham     $             92.52  

  Newark     $           135.24    Schenectady     $           117.48    Greensboro     $             91.44  

  Trenton     $           131.76    Syracuse     $           116.04    Raleigh     $             91.92  

  Vineland     $           130.56    White Plains     $           138.36  

  Winston Sa-

lem    $             90.72  

  OHIO    

 

 

PENNSYLVANIA    

 

  TEXAS    

   Akron     $           115.92    Allentown     $           123.48    Amarillo     $             98.28  

  Cincinnati     $           110.04    Erie     $           113.04    Austin     $             94.92  

  Cleveland     $           119.64    Harrisburg     $           115.32    Dallas     $           102.48  

  Columbus     $           113.40    Philadelphia     $           137.16    El Paso     $             92.16  

  Dayton     $           108.36    Pittsburgh     $           121.08    Fort Worth     $             98.88  

  Toledo     $           116.52    Reading     $           118.08    Houston     $           104.16  


